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A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE] 

FOR 

Enabling Guardians of the Poor to borrow Money for tbe 
purpose of procuring Seed Potatoes for Tenants in Ireland. 

B e it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

6 1 . This Act may be cited as the Seed Supply (Ireland) Act, Short litls*. 

1880. 

2. At any time after the passing of this Act, and before the Application 
thirty-Jirat day of March one thousand eight hundred and eighty, 
the Local Government Board, if satisfied that the occupiers of land 
10 in any electoral division, of any union are generally unable to 
procure an adequate supply of seed potatoes, may, by order, 
authorise or, if they think fit, may require the Guardians of the 
poor of the union to put the provisions of this Act in force in 
reference to such electoral division; and the Local Government 
16 Board may from time to time, by order made for that purpose, 
revoke or vary any such order. 

The Local Government Board shall prepare, and may from time 
to time add to or alter, a schedule of the unions, and of the 
electoial divisions thereof, in which they have authorised the 
20 Guardians to put the provisions of this Act in force. 

3. The Guardians of the poor of any union scheduled for 
the time being may apply to the Local Government Board for a tKjrrow. 
loan for the use of any scheduled electoial division of their union. 

If the Local Government Boai’d approves of any such application 
25 they shall transmit it to the Commissioners of Public Works, who 
may, with the consent of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, make, out of any moneys placed at their disposal by 
Parliament for the purpose of loans, any loan to such Board of 
[Bill 68.] A 2 
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A.D. 1880. Guai’diai^, on tbe security of any rate applicable to any of tlie 
purposes of tlie Acts for the Relief of the Poor which is leviable in 
the electoral division for the use of which the loan is made, and 
without rec[uiring any further or other security. 

Terms of 4. Sio^h loatis shall he made without interest, and shall be 5 
rejjayable by the Guardiam to the Ootnmissioners of hiblic Works 
bit two equal instalments, the first of such instalments to he paid 
on the first day of August one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
one, and the second of such instalments to he paid on ike first day 
of August one thousand eight hundred and eighty-tioo. 10 

When any such loan is made all rates leviable for any of the 
purposes of the Acts for the Relief of the Poor in the electoral 
division for the use of which the loan was made shall become 
forthwith charged, without any deed of mortgage or other instru- 
ment being required, with the repayment by such instalments of 15 
the sum lent for the use of the division. 

The Guardians of the union shall levy the amount requh-ed 
to meet each instalment as part of the poor rate by an exti’aordinary 
poundage rate to be added to the poor rate of the electoral division, 
and to be collected therewith, and recoverable in the same manner 20 
and \vith the same remedies by the collectoi’s of the poor rate. 

Or^nrs lor 5. If at any time the Commissioners of Public Works in Ii'eland 
lie that any sum remains due to them from the Boai’d of 

made by'Lo- Guardians of any union on account of any loan made for the use 

of any electoi-al division for the pm’chasc of seed, and is then 25 
payable to the Commissioners, the Local Government Board shall, 
by order mider their seal, assess that sum on the electoral dhisiou, 
and shall send copies' of the order to the Board of Guardians and to 
the treasurer of the union; and thereupon the treasmer of the 
union shall, out of any money then in his hands to the credit of 30 
the Guardians, or if such money is insufficient for the purpose, 
then out of all moneys subsequently received by him on account of 
the Guardians, pay over the amount mentioned in the order to the 
Commissioners of Public Works. The Guardians of the union shall 
debit the electoral division with the amount so assessed upon the 35 
division. 

6. The Guaidians may apply the whole or any part of the sum 
borrowed by them for the use of each electoral division in pur- 
chasing seed potatoes which the Local Government may authorise, 
and in defraying all expenses incurred for carriage, storage, or 40 
otherwise in providing such seed for sale. Such seed shall he sold 
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by the Guardians to occupiers of laud iu the electoral divisions, AJ). isso. 
subject to the provisions of this Act. — 

The Guardians may sell such seed, subject to the following 
provisions : 

5 1. They may sell to any occupier of land valued at not more 

than ten pounds a quantity of seed potatoes sufficient to 
sow a half acre : 

2. No seed shall be sold to any occuiner of laud valued at 

more than ten pounds, and no seed shall l^e sold for less 
10 than the net price paid by the Guardians for it, including 

all expenses incuiTed for carriage, storage, or otherwise in 
providing such seed for sale : 

3. No seed shall be sold to any person unless the Guardians, 

or such persons as tlie Local Government Board may 
15 nominate in that behalf, are satisfied that the land into 

which it is to be put lias been properly prepared and is 
ready for sowing ; 

4. If in any case any premises in the occupation of any occupier 

are not separately valued under the Acts relating to the 
20 valuation of rateable property in Ireland, the Guardians 

may receive such evidence as they think lit as to the annual 
value of such premises, and such premises shall, for the 
purpose of this Act, be taken to be of the value which 
the Guardians shall determine, as if such premises had 
25 been sepamtely valued at that amount lunder the said 

Acts. 

7. Payment of the amount due to the Guai'dians from each Recovery of 
person who has purchased seed from the Guardians, whether before 

’ purcna.*vr>-, 

or after the passing of this Act, shall he made liy two equal 
30 instalments. 

Por the purpose of obtaining payment of each such instalment 
due from each such purchaser, the Guardians shall levy such sum, 
where the person is rated under the Act for the Relief of the Poor, 
as part of the poor rate payable by such person, by a special rate 
35 to be added to the poor rate assessed on the tenements occupied by 
such person, and to be collected therewith. 

"Where such person is not rated under the Acts for the Relief of 
the Poor the Guardians shall make a special rate for the pmpcees 
of this Act, in which be shall be rated. 

40 Every special rate made for the purpose of obtaming payment of 
money due from each such purchaser shall be recoverable in the 
same manner and with the same remedies by the collectors of the 
[68-3 A 3 
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poor rate as if it were poor rate, and shall be lodged to the credit 
of the Guardians with the treasurer of the union. 

Provided that no person paying any such special rate shall be 
entitled to make any deduction on account of such payment fium 
any rent which he is liable to pay. 5 

Tiie first of such special rates shall be made by the Guardians 
within two months after the fi.rst day of Jidy one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty, and the second of such special rates shall be 
made by the Guardians within two months after the first day of 
July one thousand eight liundred and eighty-one. 1^ 

Any person indebted to any Board of Guardians on account of 
any such purchase of seed may pay otf his debt or each instalment 
of it at any time before each such special rate is made. 

8. "VThen any seed has been sold under this Act to any occupier 

of laud in any union, any of the Guardians of the union, or any 15 
pei*son nominated by the Guardians or by the Local Government 
Board, may ut all reasonable times enter into and examine any 
laud occupied by snch occupier, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the seed sold to such occupier has beeu properly sown 
by him, and may do all acts reasonably necessary for that purpose. 20 
For the purpose of facilitating such examination the Guardians 
siiall keep a li.st of all the names and addresses of all purchasers 
of seed, and shall permit such list to he inspected by any person 
haring authority to make such examination imder this Act. If 
any person refuses to a Guardian or other person acting in 26 
execution of this Act admission to any land which such Guardian 
or person, is entitled to enter or examine, or obstructs or impedes 
him in so entering or examining, the pei-son so offending may 
be prosecuted in a smumaiy manner, according to the provisions 
of the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, and any Act amending gQ 
the same, and on conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
five pounds. 

9. If any occupier of land in any union to whom any seed has 
been sold by any Board of Guardians before or after the passing 

of this Act does not properly sow such seed, the Guardians 35 
of the union may forthmth proceed to recover the price of such 
seed, vvhether the amount is more or less than two pounds, before 
the justices i)i petty sessions, in the manner prescribed by the Act 
passed in the session of Parliament held in the twenty-second year 
of the reign of Her present lilajesty, chapter fourteen, and any Act 40 
amending it ; and the provisions of such Act and Acts shall apply 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[43 VicT.] Seed I^otatoes {Ireland). 6 

to such, proceedings as if the debt sued for -was under the value of 
two pounds. 

10. If at any time it appears to the Local Government Boartl 
that the Board of Guardians of any union have made default in 
6 any respect in the execution of this Act, the Local Gkivernment 
Board may, if they think fit, themselves cany this Act into 
execution with reference to such iiuiou and the several electoral 
divisions thereof, and shall have for that purpose all the powers 
vested by this Act in the Boai-d of Guardians of a union scheduled 
10 under this Act. In such case application for any loan may he 
made by the Local Government Board directly to the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works, and iu other respects the liocal Govern- 
ment Board shall be in the place and stead of the Board of Guar dians 
so making defatilt. 

15 11. Nothing contained in this Act shall be taken to prejudice 

or affect any proceedings which might have been iustituted by 
the Commissioners of Public Works or by any Board of Guai*dians 
for the enforcement of any contract or the recovery of any debt. 

12. If at any time before the passing of this Act the Com- 
20 missioners of Puhhe Works iu Ireland shall have advanced money 

to any Board of Guardians for the purchase of seed, the sum so 
advanced, or any part thereof remaining impaid from time to time, 
shall he a charge upon tlie rates leviable on such electoral division 
or divisions in the union as the Local Government Board shall 
25 appoint ; and such sum or part shall be rex^aid in the same manner 
as sums lent by the Commissioners of Public Works to Boards of 
Guardians imder the authority of this Act, and the provision.^ of 
this Act relative to tlie repayment of loans made imder the authority 
of this Act shall apply to such loaus made before the passing of 
30 tliis Act. 

13. If at any time before the passing of this Act any outlay 
shall have been made by any Board of Guardians for the purpose of 
seed for sale to occupiers of land in the union, such outlay, and all 
resolutions and proceedings of the hoard and of their officers in 

35 relation thereto, shall be ratified and confiimed and he as valid and 
effectual as if the outlay had been made and the resolutions and 
proceedings had been passed and taken under the authority and in 
compliance with the provisions of this Act ; and all persons who 
have acted in any manner in making any loan to any Board of 
40 Guardiai^, or in making any advance of money to the Commis- 
[68.] A 4 
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